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1 
This invention relates fo a paint container, 
equipped with means whereby a roller device 
used for applying paint to surfaces may be 
coated. 
An object of the invention is fo provide a 5 
container, for paint or other liquid material, 
equipped with means for supporting and guid- 
ing a roller in such a manner as fo coat the 
same and fo remove any surplus of paint on the 
rolier surface ,prior fo the use thereof as an 10 
applicator of paint to surfaces. 
The method of applying paint fo surfaces by 
means of a roller device instead of by brushing 
or spraying has become common, but difficulty 
has been experienced in applying fo the roller 15 
a proper coating of paint pre!oaratory fo rolling 
it onto the surface fo be painted because of dif- 
flculty in obtaining an even iistribution and of 
avoiding excess of paint for each application. 
Difficulty has also been experienced in con- 20 
veniently handling the paint material, particu- 
larly in applying if fo elevated surfaces from a 
ladder or scaffold. 
The present device will be recognized as pro- 
viding a convenient and efficient means for the 25 
repeated coating of a roller, without leaving an 
excess amount of paint on the roller. 
The advantages of the invention will be ap- 
parent from the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 30 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the device; 
Fig. 2 is a rear end elevation thereof; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view 
taken substantilly on the line 3--3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken substantially 85 
on the line 4--4 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. '5 is a detailed -¢iew of the frame for sup- 
porting and guiding the roller; and 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view similar fo Fig. 3, 
showini a modified form of valve between the 40 
two compartments of the device. 
The invention, as i11ustrated in the drawing, 
comprises a rectangular vesse1 having a front 
wall J, a rear wall 2, side walls 3 and a bottom 
wall 4. The container is divided into a front 45 
compartment S and a rear compartment 6 by a 
.partition wall . The wall  extends transversely 
of the container and is set backwardiy from the 
front wall a minor distance of the full depth of 
the container so that the capacity of the cham- 50 
ber S is somewhat less than the capacity of the 
chamber . 
The wall  is connected fo the contaher in 
such a manner as fo provide a forwardly inclined 
plane surface in ifs upper portion and a lower 55 
vertical section. The lower section is formed fo 
provide a series of corrugations 8, constituting 
transverse channeis spaced somewhat above the 
bottom wali and rumming paraliel with each 
other af spaced elevations. These channels pro- 0 

2 
vide supports for the forward end of theframe, 
later fo be described. 
Af the base of the wall  is a substantially ver- 
tical section 9 having an opening J} therein pro- 
viding communication between the chambers  
and  adjacent the bottom thereof. The opening 
} is controlled by a valve plate ! ! that operates 
in a guideway I formed on the front face of 
the lower section 9 of the wall . 
A valve stem J3 extends forwardly from the 
valve ,plate and is actuated inwardly by an ex- 
pansion spring 4 interosed between a collar 
4a, carried by said valve stem, and a bushing 
 in the front wall of the container, through 
which the valve stem 3 extends. The outer end 
of the valve stem J3 is provided with a knob 6 
whereby it.may be pulled forwardly to open the 
valve ! and establish communication between 
the compartments  and . 
¢¢Ithin the compartment 6, a frame, con- 
stituting a guide and positioning device for the 
follet, is mounted. This frame includes a U- 
shaped section , the transverse arm of which 
is adapted fo sea, t in a selected one of the chan- 
nels 8, whereby the frame may be supported at 
ifs forward end af selected eleyations. The U- 
shaped section J of the frame is bent fo pro- 
vide a spaced pair of vertical arms 8 having 
horizontal extensions 9, and in the back wall 
of the container is a series of openings 2, said 
openings being spaced apart and inwardly from 
the side wal!s so that the frame may be sup- 
ported af ifs rear end af selected elevations by 
inserting the extensions 9 therein. The sec- 
tion ! 2 of the frame lies horizontally and provides 
a guide and support for the roller when the same 
is drawing forwardly in the reservoir 6 from the 
rear wall 2 fo the partition . 
In employing the device, the paint s poured 
either into the reservoir  or the reservoir  
until the level in the chamber  is af an optimum 
depth above the top surface of the section J 
of the guiding frame. After the original filling 
of the container and the establishment of the 
optimum level in the main reservoir , a reserve 
supply of paint af a higher level may be main- 
tained, in the reservoir 6, thereby holding the 
level thereof above the level in the reservoir  
and providing a reserve supply. This reserve 
supply provides for maintaining the level in the 
reservoir 6 af the proper height above the frame. 
If is preferred fo provide the compartment  
with a lid or cover 2! and fo provide, on the 
front wall of the container, a handie 22, for con- 
veniently handiing the container. 
In operating the device, as heretofore sug- 
gested, the frame in the reservoir  is rst 
justed fo bave the proper level of liquid, above 
the same, the adjustment depending upon the 
diameter of the applicator roller. The roller 
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thon is drawn through the reservoir 6. The- 
roller contacts with the U-shaped section |7 and 
is supported and guided thereby. The stroke of 
the roller begins ai the rear of the device and 
thon is drawn forward. Ordinarily, this opera- 5 
tion causes the roller to receive more paint on 
the surface thereof than is desirable. The move- 
ment oï the roller is, therefore, continued up- 
wardly on the inclined fiat surface of the par- 
tition wall 7. This contact serves to remove the 10 
surplus coating of the paint on the follet and 
to distribute it evenly thereon. When the follet 
complotes this travel, it is properly coated for 
apptying the paint to thesurface tobe painted. 
As the paint is used and the level of the liquid 15 
dr0ps in the reservoir 6, ai additional supply 
from the reservoir  is added t0 the upply in 
the main reservoir 6 by opening the Valve || 
uïtil the level in the two reservoirs equalize. 
When the supply of paint is depleted to such 2O 
an extent that the level of the material in the 
tw0 reservoirs bas dropped below the original 
upper adjustment of the frame,the ïrame is thon 
lowered into the next lower channel 8 and the 
next lower parallel pair of the openings 20. 25 
When the level drops below the lowest adjust- 
ment of the frame, the frame may be removed, 
and the material taken dlrectly ïrom the lower 
level in the reservoir 6. 
In Fig. 6 there is illustrated a modified form 0 
Of Valve control for the passage of the liquid froin 
the reserve reservoir  to the main reservoir 6. 
inthis construction, the valve | |« is in the form 
of a flap valve, having an extending slotted car 
|b thereon, and is actuated by a spring |4b to 35 
Closed position..A pull rod |3« is connected to 
the valve |« at its lower end engaging into the 
slo |Jb. The rod J3« extsnds upwardly and 
passes through the front wall | of the contuiner. 
itis provided with a fingerhold |6« by which it 40 
may be manipulated to open the valve | |« against 
the %endency of the valve to more to closed po- 
sition, .and held open untfl suflicient liquid bas 
passed into .the main reservoir 6. 
 From the foregoing description, it will be .un- 
derstood that the device provides an extremely 
convenient means of applying paint to a follet 
applicator, and that itis economical in the seuse 
that only a suflicient amount of paint for a 
Pr0Per application to a surface to be painted re- 50 
sults. The device, therefore, provides both effi- 
cient and economical means for th coating of a 
roller .in the continuous application of paint to 
surfaces by the follet application method. 
What I claire and desire to secure by Leters 55 
Patent is: 
1. n a device of the class described, a con- 
tainer for liquid paînt and the like, a roller sup- 
porting and guiding frame including a horîzon- 
tal member, means for supporting one end of 60 
said frame at selected elevtions by one wall of 
said container, a second container separated £rom 
said first container by a partition wall adjacent 
the other end of said frame having an inclined 
fiat surface of substantial depth Constituting 65 
a wipïng Surface for the roller after it has trav- 
ers-ed aid fame, said partition wall also having 
paced supports for the other end of said frame, 
nd means for selectively estabiishing communi- 
cation between said containers. 70 
.. In a device of the class described, a recep- 
racle, a partition dividîng said receptable into a 
main reservoir and a supplemntary supply reser- 
voir, means operable to control the interflow of 
liquid between said reservoirs, and a follet sup- 

porting and guiding frame mounted in one of 
said reservoirs for supporting and guiding a roller 
during ifs liquid pick-up operation, said frame 
being adjustable fo a plurality of levels, and co- 
operating means on said partition and in 0ne wall 
of said main reservoir for adjustably supporting 
said frame at each of said levels. 
3. In a device of the class described, a recep- 
racle, a partition dividing said receptacle into a 
main.reservoir and a supplementary supply reser- 
v0îr and said partition having a plane inclined 
sm-facWof SubStantial depth for wiping a roller, 
means operable to control the interflow of liquid 
between said reservoirs,.a roller supporting and 
guiding frame mounted in one of said reservoirs 
for .supporting and guiding a follet during 
liqUid pick-up operation, and means on said Par- 
titi0n and in one wall of said main reservoir for 
adjustably supporting saîd frame. 
4. In a device of the class described, U portable 
container, a handle on 'said container, a parti- 
tion in saidcontainer fo divide the saine into sep- 
arated reservoirs to provide a main compati- 
ment and a supplemental compartment for con- 
taîning liquid, a closure for said supplemental 
compartment, a frame in said mgin compart- 
ment ïor supporting and guiding a fol!er during 
its liquid pick-up operation, and supports on said 
partition and one wall of said main compartment 
whereby said ïrame may be adjusted and sup- 
ported in a plurality of vertical adjustments. 
5. A liquid pick-up device for follet applicators 
Comprising a liquid container including opposed 
walts, and aframe in said container formed for 
supporting a follet applieator during its liquid 
pick-up operation, .said opposed walls including 
means for supporting said f.rame at different 
levels, one walI includîng vertically spced cor.ru- 
garions and the otlier wall vertically spaced 
apertures, said frame including portions adapted 
fo engage said corrugtions Rnd to extend into 
said apertures for sUpporting samè. 
6. A liquid pick-up dèvice for follet appli- 
cators comÏrising a liquid container including 
opposed walls, and a frame in said containèr 
formed .for supporting a follet .applicator dur- 
ing its liquid pick,up operation, said opposed 
walls including means for supporting said frame 
af dîfferènt levels, one-of said walls including a 
plane portion adapted to receive said roller in 
ro!ling relation fo remove excess liquid. 
. In a device of the class described, the com- 
bination of a contaîner having opposed walls, one 
of said walls containing vertically spaced grooves 
and the other wall containing pairs of vertica.y 
spaced openings, and a U.-shaped frame, the 
transverse portion of said frame engaging one of 
the grooves in the one wall and the free ends 
engaging one pair of openings in .the other wall. 
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